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'OU’'RE SETTLED IN SAFE AT HOME when suddenly
the tights go out and the comforting hums of fridge
-and furnace go dead. As yourummage around in a
drawer for the flashlights and batteries, you're prob-
- ably kicking yourself for not'investingin a generator
after the Iast storm. Don t let that happen during
ne t one. The best of the 45 generators we tested supply
T for everything from the bare hecessities to your whole
e.:5ome generators deliver more juice than others. Some,
uding pricey inverter models, provide powerthat’s cleaner

try, the decrs:on about "
Here s what you need to know.

and won’t make appliances run hotter and sensitive electrori;
ics run less reliably. Others include smart features, stich aj
atomatic shutdown if engine oil gets low. Here’s advice of
how to choose one w1se1y, install it properly, use it safely, and
keep it running as long as poss;ble.

CHOOSE STATIONARY OR PORTABLE. Statlonary models arg
51gn1ﬁcantly more expenswe but they start automatn:ally wher
the power goes out and often supply more power than por
tables. They also periodically run a self- “diagnosis routine tha
can alert you, via.the display panel or sometlmes text or e ma11




Running on natural gas or propane,
they save you ‘the hassle’and safety
 of storing gallons of gasoline.
In addItIOIl 1o costing less, por-
tables can be transported easily to
another logation. If you go for a por-

table One handy new feature to look 1

_ ctIy:mto the console w1thout
-extensmn cords to the gern-

iotially, you can map
dswitch in the house

easﬂy Leéave’ oné person manniig
the panel while the other goes from
ToOm o room,__checkr-ng what works
as circuits are switched on and off.
A circuit finder, $25.t0 $30, canhelp
identify which circuit on your service
panel powers & given receptacle.
Of.course,.for g fee a pro can also
perforrn t at‘chagnosm for you. The

Cell phones can do that |

.fwhich type to usé. If

of generator you choose, consiltan . .

electrician to ensure proper selaction
.and installation. If you already know
which items in- your home yowll want
to power, you could save hundreds by
not paying for the labor reqmred to

_able tohelp Wlth YOUur town-or muric:

‘on your property, noise I‘EStI‘J.CthIlS
Aand obtammg permlts

CONSIDER THIS! UPGRADE Extensmn .
‘cords are a hassle and they can:be -

‘hazardous. A transfer switch, about
$500 to $900 with labor to mstall

.uses gasoline, add st;
your stored fuel.

| If you're going for
'a stanonary mmodel, a pro should' be- .

sfor proper locatmn :

T Hahfling;:M

Are You Safe in
the Hospital if
the Lights Go Out?

it's a nightrnare scenario that no hospitat
patient wanhts to consider: What if a storm
knotcks out lifesaving technology?

Ten years ago, more than 200 patierits died
after generators at several New Orladiis | hiospi-
tals and nursing homes failed during Harricane
Katrina. Three years ago, two New York hospi-
tals—Bellevue Hospital Center and NYU Lait-
gone Medical Center—waere evacuated when
generators failed during Superstorm Saridy:

Hospitals must have backup power, and the
Joint Cornmission, which accredits hospitals,
says thie fac:lmes must test diesel gererators

- ‘at [dast 12 times annually. Thankfally, hospltal

: power outages are rare—arn average ‘of ong -
g per year, aceording to & survey by the Amerl-
can Society-for Healthzare Enginéering.
“Still;eveti oné otitage can be catastrophic,
have identified several weak spots.
déhierators are 50 or more years oid,
in basements, making them
vilnerablettd:flGods. Yet most hospitals can’t
afford to move the generators, and federal
and state governmants aren't likely to pick
- . up;the tab:i addition, though hospitals have
'“emergency plans there’s no way to know' how
~goodthey arg.antil disaster strlkes
S B i Vou 6Fa fam:ly meriber-ente :
‘pital during Hiutticane or tornade s64son: Dan
4cha|rman of thesinatitiits
‘m on Medlcal and F'ubhc

erar frlend to be'oh call'in
cked up early (and to
oU'get home). And before
scriptions filled and ask
dawhen you get:home.. . .
ans.-Ask.the hosp|tal
shts ifit deoldes 10
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